
The Songbird Newsletter mountainsongschool.com September 15, 2015

Hello Mountain Song Community 

There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give our children. One 
of these is roots, the other, wings.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

I love the above quote from Goethe, and as we begin another 
school year here at MSCS, this idea is fixed in my mind. It can 
seem conflicting to think of bequesting one with both roots and 
wings, but I think about how the usefulness of so many things in 
life depend on using the right thing at the right time. Sometimes 
children need the firm and safe roots that give them safety and 
definition. Sometimes, they need the wings that allow them to 
soar to the heights of their own destiny. 

It’s been said that “evil” could be viewed as the right thing at the 
wrong time. If Waldorf education is to achieve it’s goal of 
developing free human beings who can impart purpose and 
direction to their own lives, we must develop capacities within 
children to be able to discern what is needed and when. 

We are entering into the time of Michaelmas, an important 
festival in Waldorf pedagogy. It is a time that celebrates the 
human striving to do what is good and overcome one’s own 
limitations. ElizaBeth Wildemaan, our pedagogical director, 
found the following article on Michaelmas and received 
permission from the Waldorf School of Pittsburgh to share it 
with you here:

Michaelmas	  is	  a	  li+le-‐known	  fes2val.	  We	  celebrate	  it	  because	  it	  
epitomizes	  an	  important	  aspect	  of	  Waldorf	  educa2on.	  The	  
celebra2on	  of	  Michaelmas	  commemorates	  the	  archangel	  
Michael,	  and	  the	  archetype	  he	  represents.	  

In	  the	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  Daniel	  names	  Michael	  as	  leader	  of	  the	  
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Please Help Us with 
Funding - Economic 
Data Surveys 

An important document we need 
to receive from each family every 
year is the economic data survey 
form. We received many of them 
at the back to school night, but 
many of you were not able to 
make it to that event.   

We are eligible to receive federal 
funding, called Title I, for having a 
certain percentage of families who 
meet income requirements. Title I 
funding is meant to provide 
resources to help meet the needs 
of economically less advantaged 
students. This allows us to hire 
additional staff or establish more 
programs that will help students 
be more prepared to success. 

Last year, we missed Title I funding 
in grades K-5 by .5%. We only 
received funding in 6-7. This is 
most likely due to not receiving all 
the forms. 

Please do your part to help us 
receive this funding by asking at 
the office for a survey form and fill 
it out or find it on our website 
under the “Parents” tab and the 
“Economic Data Survey” sub tab.
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Israelites.	  In	  the	  Book	  of	  Revela2ons,	  Michael	  ba+les	  the	  dragon.	  
This	  archetype	  has	  appeared	  in	  
the	  mythology	  of	  many	  cultures	  
for	  many	  centuries.	  Ancient	  
Eastern	  texts	  describe	  Indra.	  
The	  ancient	  Babylonians	  tell	  of	  
Marduk,	  who	  slew	  Tiamat	  the	  
dragon	  and	  created	  heaven	  and	  
earth	  from	  her	  body.	  There	  are	  
many	  examples	  of	  human	  
beings	  ac2ng	  out	  of	  a	  Michaelic	  
impulse	  –	  the	  Greek	  myth	  of	  
Perseus,	  the	  English	  St.	  George	  
and	  the	  American	  legend	  of	  
John	  Henry,	  to	  name	  a	  few.	  The	  
Michaelic	  archetype	  is	  one	  who	  
overcomes	  or	  transforms	  evil	  
through	  intelligence,	  courage,	  
and	  strength.	  Michael	  displays	  
the	  ac2vity	  that	  is	  the	  essence	  of	  the	  human	  being	  —	  self	  
development.	  We,	  as	  human	  beings,	  have	  the	  possibility	  of	  
personal	  transforma2on.	  We	  all	  have	  our	  own	  dragons,	  our	  own	  
lower,	  less	  noble	  aspects.	  Our	  ego2sm,	  greed	  and	  selfishness	  can	  
be	  overcome	  as	  we	  evolve	  as	  individuals.	  Michaelmas	  is	  a	  
reminder	  of	  this	  process	  of	  the	  becoming	  human	  being	  as	  we	  
strive	  toward	  our	  full	  human	  poten2al.	  

Michaelmas	  falls	  midway	  between	  the	  northern	  hemisphere’s	  
summer	  and	  winter	  sols2ces,	  during	  the	  harvest	  season.	  The	  
iron-‐filled	  fruits	  of	  nature	  ripen	  as	  the	  days	  grow	  shorter	  and	  the	  
plant	  world	  seems	  to	  die.	  As	  the	  sunlight	  decreases,	  can	  we	  keep	  
our	  inner	  light	  alive,	  and	  harvest	  the	  fruits	  and	  giRs	  of	  our	  own	  
and	  each	  other’s	  development?	  

Waldorf	  educa2on	  echoes	  the	  essence	  of	  Michaelmas.	  Each	  and	  
every	  one	  of	  us	  has	  a	  giR	  to	  bring	  to	  the	  world.	  Can	  we	  learn	  to	  
recognize	  and	  have	  interest	  in	  each	  other’s	  giRs,	  and	  encourage	  
each	  other	  toward	  our	  full	  poten2al?	  Being	  human	  is	  not	  merely	  
physical	  quali2es	  related	  to	  skin	  and	  bones,	  but	  is	  essen2ally	  the	  
process	  of	  individual	  spiritual	  transforma2on	  leading	  humanity	  
toward	  its	  future	  evolu2on.	  Overcoming	  our	  an2pathy	  and	  self-‐
centeredness,	  and	  mee2ng	  each	  human	  being	  with	  interest	  and	  
recogni2on	  as	  a	  fellow	  human	  being:	  this	  is	  what	  Michaelmas	  
celebrates.	  It	  is	  a	  fes2val	  of	  what	  is	  truly	  human.	  

During this Michaelmas season, may we all strive to meet “each 
human being with interest and recognition” as we “encourage 
each other toward our full potential.”

The Waldorf movement was designed to be one of social renewal. 
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Assessments 

Thank you all for your cooperation 
on the recent assessment day. The 
schedule allowed for the K-3 
teachers to complete the required 
reading assessments for their 
classes. Because those 
assessments require a one-on-one 
interaction with each student, it 
would have been extremely 
challenging to complete that 
assessment in a regular schedule.  

For grades 3-7, we still need to 
finish the NWEA MAP assessments 
in reading, writing and math within 
the next couple of weeks. These 
assessments will be extremely 
helpful in two ways: 1) we will be 
able to see where student gaps 
are so that we can help students 
better and 2) we will be able to 
show growth to our authorizer and 
move out of turnaround status.  

To see the schedule of when your 
child will be testing, please visit 
the website. The schedule can be 
found on the “Fall Assessments” 
sub-tab under the “Parents” tab. 

If you plan to opt-out of 
assessments, we ask that you: 1) 
please consider not opting out 
and 2) if you opt-out, we need a 
written letter that you are opting 
your child out of assessments. We 
do not provide an alternate plan 
for students who are opted out, so 
you will need to keep your child 
back from school at those times. If 
we do not have an opt-out letter, 
we can’t excuse that absence and 
your child will be asked to take 
part in make up tests. 

http://mountainsongschool.com
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Rudolf Steiner and Emil Molt who founded the first school 
desired to develop human beings who would be peacemakers in 
this world so that the horrors of WWI would not be repeated. 
Obviously, we still have a lot to accomplish in this regard, but 
Waldorf education is growing by leaps and bounds. As our 
children grow in their classrooms this year, may we also grow by 
modeling healthy social interactions and carrying out that difficult 
work of balancing the social and anti-social tendencies we all have.

Turnaround Status and Our MAP Scores So Far.
As you may know, in our first year of operation, we received the 
designation of “turnaround” from the Colorado Department of 
Education. It was actually the first year that a new school could 
even receive that status, but because of new regulations and the 
new data pipeline that allowed student’s past test scores to follow 
them to a new school, we were thrust into this status. It is the 
lowest accreditation status a school can receive. Because the state 
assessments were changed to PARCC last year, we automatically 
stay in turnaround status for another year. Due to this 
accreditation rating, we are under closer scrutiny by the state 
through our charter authorizer, the Charter School Institute 
(CSI).  

The MAP assessment is one way that we are being held 
accountable by CSI to make sure that we are making headway in 
student achievement. On assessment day, we tested 4th - 7th grade 
in Reading. We still need to finish some assessments in grades 3-7 
for reading, writing and math. I wanted to share the results of that 
initial assessment day with you because I think it proves true what 
Waldorf schools claim, which is that we start slowly to build a 
foundation for growth, but really take-off in the later grades. In 
4th grade, combined classes, 61% of students scored average or 
above in reading; in 5th grade, 71% scored average or above; in 6th 
grade, 74% scored average and above; and in 7th grade, 84% 
scored average and above with 47% in the Highest category (of 5 
categories: Low, Low/Average, Average, High/Average, High)!

Students are learning and improving in their skills, and as is the 
case in Waldorf education, these students are not only keeping 
pace with average achievement, they are exceeding it. I think this 
shows that we are poised to show strong academic growth and rise 
up to a higher accreditation rating for next year! And, of course, 
this is only in reading/academics; too bad the assessments don’t 
measure artistry, musicianship, creativity, social and emotional 
intelligence and physical competence. Hopefully someday the 
national educational system will be as concerned about the 
development of the whole child as we are in the Waldorf world!
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Kinder Playground 

Please be aware that only 
kindergarten and first grade 
students and teachers are 
allowed on the kinder 
playground behind the garden 
from 7:55 until 2:40. Parents 
may watch and wait outside 
the fence. Your child will be 
brought out to you at the end 
of the day. After the 
kindergarten teachers leave 
the playground in the 
afternoon, other children and 
parents are welcome to join. 

Thanks for helping us keep our 
kindergartners and first 
graders safe! 

Student Support 

We have been successfully 
implementing a student 
support system called Three 
Streams. The title refers to 
three different avenues of 
support: Discipline and 
Guidance, Care/Emotional/
Therapeutic and Social 
Inclusion. Whether a child has 
a challenge in academics, 
social interactions or needing 
to learn and respect 
boundaries, we are now able 
to provide and track how we 
might support each child and 
how all the staff can be aware 
of and brainstorm for each 
child’s need. We are working 
on how we will share these 
interventions with parents. For 
now, you can see an overview 
of the system on our website 
under the parent tab.

http://mountainsongschool.com
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Traffic Jam!
I’m sure some of you 
are feeling like morning 
drop-off is a lot like this 
image. For the sake of 
everyone’s safety and 
sanity, please remember 
to follow the following 
guidelines for morning 
drop-off (also to be 
found in the parent handbook available under the parent tab of 
our website):

If you are walking your student in, you may park in any available 
proper street parking space other than directly around the 
perimeter of the school. Please DO NOT park along the curb 
closest to the school on the East and South (front) sides. These 
areas are reserved for drop-off. Those who have been parking in 
those areas are blocking other cars trying to drop-off. Cars are not 
able to get through on the road and children are having to be 
dropped off in the middle of the road and run across the street — 
unsafe! Please refer to the following diagram from the parent 
handbook.
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School 
Accountability  

The state mandates that every 
public school has an active 
School Accountability 
Committee or SAC. The 
purpose of this committee is to 
provide parents an oversight 
role in academics, finance, 
programming and other areas. 
The SAC makes 
recommendations to the school 
and helps with the annual 
Unified Improvement Plan (UIP), 
a state-mandated plan for how 
a school will improve in the next 
year.  

The SAC is looking for more 
parents to serve. We need to 
have more parents represented 
on the SAC then staff or board 
members. 

Even if you don’t serve on the 
SAC, the committee needs your 
feedback. October 12th from 
6:30-8:00pm, the SAC will be 
hosting a meeting to hear from 
parents about priorities you 
value for including in the UIP. 
Please consider attending this 
meeting to provide feedback 
on your priorities for school 
improvement. 

For more information on the 
SAC, please contact Mary Ann 
Corey at: 
mcorey@mountainsongschool.c
om
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