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Hello Mountain Song Community 

It is with great pleasure and humility that 
I introduce myself as the new director of 
Mountain Song Community School. I 
have had the pleasure of watching MSCS 
grow from just a wild idea to a 
functioning school and a bustling 
community. We as a community have 
endured a tumultuous beginning, yet we 
have also witnessed magic happening in the classroom, in our 
children and within our own beings. I wanted to take a moment 
to open up the communication lines between us as I enter this 
new phase of my involvement in the school. First and foremost I 
want to extend an offer to come by the office this summer and 
during the school year to introduce yourself or just connect. I 
want to hear from you; hear your needs and desires for this 
school, your children and your place in the community. 

In order to start that conversation, I 
thought I’d share a thought about what 
Waldorf education has meant to me. I 
think my appreciation of Waldorf could 
be summed up in an image. If you 
imagine holding a piece of string with a 
weight on the end, the string could 
represent the human being in all its parts 
with the weight representing the body, 
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Special Thanks! 

I’d like to give a special thanks 
to Angelita Surage, “El 
Presidente,” who has served as 
our interim director. With 
dedication, wisdom and strong 
action, she has led Mountain 
Song through a challenging 
end of the year and has held 
the school in her capable 
hands. We couldn’t have done 
it without her, and I wish her 
some peace and relaxation 
with the rest of her summer! 

School Calendar 

On the website, you will find a 
calendar for the next school 
year. It’s a link at the top of the 
calendar page.
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Director’s Report July 8, 2015

the hand representing the personality or ego and the string in 
between representing the mind and emotions. If the emotional 
part of us were to be removed, it would be like cutting the string 
and having a dangling part of the string at the top (the mind) and 
a disconnected weight that falls to the floor (the body). I think 
our culture and educational system as a whole cuts out the 
emotional part of ourselves, the part Rudolf Steiner, the creator 
of Waldorf education, called the soul. When we remove the 
emotional self from our equation, we get a culture that cares 
about the body and its development (how we look, etc.) and the 
mind and the development of intellectual capacities, but the 
intellect is separated from a connection to ourselves, our inner 
life. What Waldorf education does so well, is to connect all the 
parts of ourselves through the emotional life. When the academic 
subjects a child needs to learn is connected to him or her through 
story, art, movement and other experience, the subject becomes 
alive and it draws out what is alive in that child. It is a wonderful 
thing to witness something within a child coming alive and 
growing to fruition within the emerging adult.

My desire for Mountain Song is that we continue to meet each 
and every child who comes through our door as a gift who brings 
his or her own destiny. It is our charge as the adults to give space 
and nurturing so that the child’s destiny unfolds. Rudolf Steiner 
said it this way, “Our highest endeavor must be to develop free 
human beings who are able of themselves to impart purpose and 
direction to their lives. The need for imagination, a sense of 
truth, and a feeling of responsibility -- these three forces are the 
very nerve of education.”

Change in Farm Program
I am sorry to announce that Jeremy Tackett will be leaving us 
in his role as Agricultural Arts teacher, but he is excited to 
continue a relationship with MSCS by providing opportunities 
for our classes to visit his farm — Flying Pig Farm (can be found 
on FaceBook). It has been truly amazing to witness what Jeremy 
has created out of an old gravel parking lot! He has brought a love 
of the farm to this community and a love of the forces that aid a 
farm, whether they be planets, minerals or people. Thank you 
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Feedback Form 

There’s a new Feedback Form 
on the website 
(mountainsongschool.com/
contact/). It’s a link on the 
contact page. Please use this 
form to share things you want 
addressed or to share things 
you think are going well. Both 
kinds of feedback are 
valuable! 

New Staff 

Please check our website for 
bios of our new teachers 
mountainsongschool.com/
teachers/. We’ve hired new 
teachers for 1st, 4th, 5th and 
6th grade. There is also a new 
kindergarten teacher, Hannah 
Zlotnick, whose bio is coming 
soon. She’ll be in our new 
kindergarten classroom, 
bringing us to three 
kindergarten classes. 

We are also thrilled to 
welcome our new pedagogical 
director, ElizaBeth Wildemaan. 
She brings extensive Waldorf 
classroom experience as well 
as charter admin experience. 

Dan Kurschner has moved 
from 4th grade to our Business 
Manager. He has already been 
amazing at putting us in 
financial and procedural order!

http://mountainsongschool.com/contact/
http://mountainsongschool.com/teachers/
http://mountainsongschool.com/contact/
http://mountainsongschool.com/teachers/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Flying-Pig-Farm-in-Manitou-Springs-CO/1462992640649458
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Farmer Tackett!

We are determined to continue in the spirit Jeremy established to 
create a new agricultural arts program that will provide a hands-
on experience of the growing process and also integrates with 
curriculum in the classroom. The position is posted on our 
website, and I’ll keep you updated on that progress. 

Enrollment
IMPORTANT! As you probably know, our budget comes from 
the number of students who are enrolled in the school. The state 
pays us per pupil. There are several families who have not let us 
know if you are coming back. If we don’t hear from those 
families, we’ll have to fill those spots with other students. There 
are many families waiting to join the school. If you haven’t sent in 
an intent to reenroll, please contact Sarah White at 
sarahwhite@mountainsongschool.com and let her know your 
plans. Please do so by July 24th to keep your spot. If you are 
moving to another school, please also let Sarah know so we can 
fill that spot. All of our programs are supported by the budget we 
receive from the state. It’s vitally important that our enrollment 
information is accurate.

Foundations Studies
Finally, I want to share with you an exciting opportunity that I 
would like to bring to our community. You may know that 
Waldorf education is based on a philosophy called 
Anthroposophy which means, “the wisdom of man”. It is a system 
of understanding the holistic development of the human being. It 
is an amazing course of study, and its founder Rudolf Steiner 
produced numerous books and lectures on the subject that spoke 
to not only education, but medicine, farming, economics and 
many other subjects. It is typical for a Waldorf school to be 
grounded in the work of an Anthroposophical group. When a 
teacher goes to Waldorf training, the first year is called 
Foundation Studies and the second year covers more specific 
teaching concepts. A Foundation Studies program addresses “at 
many levels the broad themes of human development, personal 

�3

Parenting Lecture 

Kim John Payne, the author of 
Simplicity Parenting and the 
creator of one of the leading 
approaches to school 
discipline and bullying 
procedures will be here in 
August. He has a truly inspiring 
approach to behavior that is 
used in many Waldorf and 
other schools. A flyer 
describing his lecture in 
August can be found on the 
front page of the website. 

Personal Thanks! 

 I am so grateful for Tracy 
Gonzalez. She has been an 
amazing wife, mother of our 
wonderful son, kindergarten 
assistant and library volunteer. 
Because of our anti-nepotism 
policy, she decided to resign 
from her kindergarten position 
so there wouldn’t be any 
possible conflict with me 
coming on board. It is a great 
sacrifice for her as she will miss 
the children and Ms. Melinda. I 
know she will be greatly 
missed by students, staff and 
parents.  

More Thanks! 

I’d like to thank everyone in 
our community who has 
helped us get to where we are. 
Thank you teachers, staff, 
parents, board members and 
everyone else in our 
community and beyond who 
have helped our school!

http://mountainsongschool.com/wp-content/uploads/Simplicity-Parenting_MSCS_flyer.pdf
http://mountainsongschool.com/wp-content/uploads/Simplicity-Parenting_MSCS_flyer.pdf
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growth and cultural evolution. The program includes: study, 
including practical exercises, artistic activities that are 
transformative in nature, direct experiences of life in a Waldorf 
school and other cultural initiatives arising from the work of 
Rudolf Steiner.” (from a pamphlet on Foundations Studies). The 
Center for Anthroposophy provides a Foundation Studies 
program that they will bring to us. It will allow us to develop our 
community through shared experiences of study and artistic work 
that will develop in us what Waldorf education develops in our 
children: free human beings in charge of our own destiny. I 
envision our teachers, parents and board members all involved in 
this program together. The time commitment is 16, 4 hour 
sessions in a year (about every other week for 4 hours) for two 
years. For more information, see their website 
(www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/foundation-studies/) 
or come by my office for a flyer. What I would like to know is 
how many of you would be interested in this program. We need a 
minimum of 18 participants to begin the program. Please email 
me to let me know you are interested: 
rsolanki@mountainsongschool.com.

I apologize for being so verbose in this communication. I had a 
lot to say I guess and I want to keep you in the loop. Again, 
please feel free to contact me at any time through the feedback 
form on the contact page, my email address, or come by my 
office. I’m here for you and your children.

Sincerely,

Raj Solanki

rsolanki@mountainsongschool.com
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Kinder Tuition 

There has been some 
confusion about kindergarten 
tuition. The state only pays 
schools for half-day 
kindergarten, so in order to 
have full day, we need to 
charge tuition. Half day is free, 
but Full day kindergarten is 
$300 per month or $3000 per 
year. Due to the child’s 
developmental needs, we 
often encourage two years in 
kindergarten, and charge for 
only the first year. It is usually 
very important for the 
development of your child to 
have that extra year in 
kindergarten. This is not only a 
Waldorf tradition that has been 
shown to be beneficial, but it is 
also a common practice for 
those high performing 
countries like Finland. With 
one of the most successful 
educational systems in the 
world, countries like Finland 
don’t start students in 1st 
grade until 7 years old and 
their kindergartens are play 
based and creative like 
Waldorf kindergartens. So to 
be clear, tuition is charged for 
first year full-day kindergarten, 
but not second year.

http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/foundation-studies/
mailto:rsolanki@mountainsongschool.com

