
 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

April 8-24 -- CMAS Assessments 

April 25 -- K-3 Assessment Day : no school for K-3, 
regular day for 4-8 

May 1 ---- May Day - Internal Festival 
May 2-4 - Book Faire 

May 4 ---- May Faire 

May 14 -- Middle School Spring Concert 
May 23 -- 8th Grade Graduation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
K-3 Assessment Day; Thursday, April 25 
 
The end-of-year K-3 Assessment Day is Thursday, April 25, 
2019.  This will not be a typical school day for grades K-3. 
Instead, please bring your K-3 children to school only within the 
time slot in which they will be assessed for reading. 

According to the Colorado READ Act, all K-3rd grade teachers must 
assess all students three times a year for reading comprehension 
skills. This assessment takes about 15-20 minutes for each child and 
must be administered individually by the class teacher or reading 
specialist.   

Please sign-up with your K-3 class teacher for an assessment time slot on Thursday, April 25 if 
you haven’t already.  This is not a typical school day, and your child will only need to be here 
for the duration of his/her testing time slot. 

 

https://mountainsongschool.com/news/grades-3-8-cmas-state-assessments/
https://mountainsongschool.com/news/k-3-assessment-day-thursday-april-25/
https://mountainsongschool.com/news/sign-up-for-the-mountain-song-book-fair-may-2-3-and-4/
https://mountainsongschool.com/news/middle-school-spring-concert/


Please plan for your child’s drop-off and pick-up during Assessment Day so that the classroom and 
hallway spaces are calm and quiet.  Thank you for your support. For more information, go 
to: http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/generalinfo-parents. 

How Does Assessment Relate to the Waldorf Curriculum? 

Reading comprehension requires a basic foundation of language skills, especially speaking, listening, 
and writing.  Waldorf teachers in Kindergarten and first grade emphasize oral and aural (speaking and 
listening) aspects of language learning, and on teaching writing prior to reading. 

It makes sense that in order to read words, children must first learn to speak, listen to, and understand 
the meaning of words.  It also makes sense that children first learn to create letters and words with their 
own hands before they decode written letters and words created by others.  Because we emphasize 
these foundations in Kindergarten and first grade, children in Waldorf schools tend to learn to read at a 
somewhat later age than is the norm in education today. 

Mountain Song Community School is a public, tuition-free school funded by Colorado tax-payers.  We 
have an obligation to follow state education laws, which include these assessments and follow-up 
plans.  

We do not expect our K-1 children to necessarily excel in reading, because we focus on the oral, aural, 
and writing aspects first.  That said, we do expect our children to catch up and even exceed average 
reading abilities in following years because of the strong foundations we lay.  These assessments, 
therefore, provide us the data to show these trends over the grades and growth over the years. Please 
help us document the strengths of our approach by fully participating in and supporting our Assessment 
Day.  

If you have any questions, please contact your class teacher, Ms. White, or Dr. Woods.  

 

Grades 3-8 CMAS State Assessments - April 8-24 

As spring is bursting forth and the school year nears its end, we also enter “testing season.”  Like all 
Colorado public, tuition-free schools funded by taxpayers, 
Mountain Song has a mandate to assess annual academic 
progress of students in grades 3-8 through the Colorado 
Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) 
assessments.  These assessments will be given April 8 
through April 24 at Mountain Song Community School. 
Grades 3-8 teachers have scheduled testing sessions, and 
they will inform their families of their class testing dates and 
times.  These assessments are paper and pencil, and will 
be administered in the students’ classrooms. Appropriate 
accommodations will be arranged for students qualifying for 
accommodations. 

The purpose of these assessments is to track student growth from year to year at Mountain 
Song.  These data inform our teachers, interventionists, and administration of specific student 
academic performance in mathematics, English language arts, social studies, and science, and where 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/generalinfo-parents


they may need additional support.  They also inform us of overall school performance — our areas of 
academic strengths and areas for improvement. 

We ask that you make attendance on testing days a priority.  We emphasize with students that these 
tests absolutely do not impact their grades.  We also ask them to do their best because it helps us 
know how we are doing as a school and how we can improve.  

Mountain Song’s public Waldorf model forms the heart of our educational efforts.  By attending to this 
model, we educate the whole child — head, heart, and hands. We believe that by educating the whole 
child, a deeper foundation of life-long learning is supported than if only intellectual academics are 
taught.  Academic assessment through the CMAS measures particular academic strengths, but it 
certainly does not assess the whole child, and it has nothing whatsoever to do with a child’s worth and 
value. Each child is celebrated at Mountain Song! 

That said, we also believe that the strengths of the public Waldorf model should be affirmed by 
assessments such as the CMAS.  Please help us document the strengths of our approach and how we 
can get better by fully participating in our assessment efforts. 

Thank you for your support of Mountain Song Community School.  If you have any questions about our 
testing, please contact Ms. Sarah White, Director of School Performance, 
at swhite@mountainsongschool.com, or Dr. Teresa Woods, Principal, 
at twoods@mountainsongschool.com. 

Make Up Snow Days 

Dear Middle School Families, 

Due to snow days and delayed starts, we need to make up 
middle school instructional time in this school year in order 
to comply with the Colorado Department of Education’s 
minimum requirements of middle school instruction. 

The MSCS Board has approved of the following in order to 
remedy the situation: 

 MSCS will add Friday, April 26 as a middle school instructional day (it was scheduled as a 
Teacher Work Day). 
 

 In addition, 20 minutes will be added to each middle school day starting next Monday, 
April 22, with dismissal changed to 3:15 p.m. until the end of the school year. 

These two changes will prevent the need for middle school students returning for additional school 
days after Memorial Day. 

The schedule for grades K-5 will remain unchanged. 

Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have any questions, and thank you for your understanding. 

The Executive Leadership Team 

mailto:swhite@mountainsongschool.com
mailto:twoods@mountainsongschool.com


The Safety of Our School Community 

Dear Families,  

The safety of our school community is the top priority for 
Mountain Song Community School. Due to the credible 
threat identified by the FBI on Wednesday, many schools 
and districts in the Denver metro area made the decision to 
close today.  Mountain Song, like most schools in Colorado 
Springs, was open on “normal” status while operating on 
high alert. We let children into the school building early to 
keep them inside. Throughout the morning, we were in 
close communication with law enforcement and D-11 
security until the threat ended.   

Your children may be asking why there were some unusual things happening this week. Some may 
express confusion or fear. Children will look to the adults in their lives for more information and how to 
react. Please consider the tips and resources about talking to children about violencefrom the National 
Association of School Psychologists. Tips from this resource are included below: 

 Reassure children that they are safe. Emphasize that schools are very safe. Validate their 
feelings. Explain that all feelings are okay when a tragedy occurs. Let children talk about their 
feelings, help put them into perspective, and assist them in expressing these feelings 
appropriately. 
 

 Make time to talk. Let their questions be your guide as to how much information to provide. Be 
patient; children and youth do not always talk about their feelings readily. Watch for clues that 
they may want to talk, such as hovering around while you do the dishes or yard work. Some 
children prefer writing, playing music, or doing an art project as an outlet. Young children may 
need concrete activities (such as drawing, looking at picture books, or imaginative play) to help 
them identify and express their feelings. 
 

 Keep your explanations developmentally appropriate. 
 
Early elementary school children need brief, simple information that should be balanced with 
reassurances that their school and homes are safe and that adults are there to protect them. 
Give simple examples of school safety like reminding children about exterior doors being locked, 
child monitoring efforts on the playground, and emergency drills practiced during the school day. 

Upper elementary and early middle school children will be more vocal in asking questions 
about whether they truly are safe and what is being done at their school. They may need 
assistance separating reality from fantasy. Discuss efforts of school and community leaders to 
provide safe schools. 

Upper middle school and high school students will have strong and varying opinions about 
the causes of violence in schools and society. They will share concrete suggestions about how 
to make school safer and how to prevent tragedies in society. Emphasize the role that students 
have in maintaining safe schools by following school safety guidelines (e.g. not providing 
building access to strangers, reporting strangers on campus, reporting threats to the school 
safety made by students or community members, etc.), communicating any personal safety 
concerns to school administrators, and accessing support for emotional needs. 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers


 Review safety procedures. This should include procedures and safeguards at school and at 
home. Help children identify at least one adult at school and in the community to whom they 
go if they feel threatened or at risk. 
 

 Observe children’s emotional state. Some children may not express their concerns verbally. 
Changes in behavior, appetite, and sleep patterns can also indicate a child’s level of anxiety or 
discomfort. In most children, these symptoms will ease with reassurance and time. However, 
some children may be at risk for more intense reactions. Children who have had a past 
traumatic experience or personal loss, suffer from depression or other mental illness, or with 
special needs may be at greater risk for severe reactions than others. Seek the help of mental 
health professional if you are at all concerned. 
 

 Limit television viewing of these events. Limit television viewing and be aware if the 
television is on in common areas. Developmentally inappropriate information can cause anxiety 
or confusion, particularly in young children. Adults also need to be mindful of the content of 
conversations that they have with each other in front of children, even teenagers, and limit their 
exposure to vengeful, hateful, and angry comments that might be misunderstood. 
 

 Maintain a normal routine. Keeping to a regular schedule can be reassuring and promote 
physical health. Ensure that children get plenty of sleep, regular meals, and exercise. 
Encourage them to keep up with their schoolwork and extracurricular activities but don’t push 
them if they seem overwhelmed. 

Thank you for your support. 

The Executive Leadership Team 

 

Class Spotlight - Bristlecone Pine 7th Grade  

Our 7th Grade Bristlecone Pine class is taught by the energetic and creative Mr. Rochette. The 2018-
19 school year has been such a formative time for the Bristlecone Pine class as two classes have 
joined to form a unified community.  The students are growing and developing in their maturity, 
community, and powers of reasoning and debate. Each student’s unique personal light is shining 
brighter and more clearly each day. They are certainly seeming more and more like eighth graders 
every time they come to class. 

The Bristlecone Pine class has been exploring physics in their current block, which includes studies of 
light and simple machines. They have experimented with various types of levers, inclined planes, the 
screw, and the wedge.  They are wrapping up the unit with an exploration into the mechanical 
advantage provided by various pulley, or “block and tackle,” systems. It has been a fun semester and 
has held a significant amount of hands-on activities, and perhaps a little bit of mischief for good 
measure. 

Parents can help support the learning by asking their students to identify various simple machines in 
the world around them and to get them to describe how that simple machine may work and how it 
provides a mechanical advantage.  Please feel free to allow them to explore simple machines by 
building Rube Goldberg machines at home if they are so inclined. Please take note that the students 
have learned to harness tremendous amounts of force (many hundreds to upwards of a thousand 
pounds and more), and while safety is always the class’s first discussion, parent awareness and 



supervision should always be on your radar. These kids are ready to move mountains, quite literally, so 
let’s keep them safe. 

In the next block, the Bristlecone Pine class will be moving into their unit on human physiology. They 
will be examining the workings of the human eye, the teeth, tongue and digestive system, the 
circulatory and respiratory systems, and then human reproduction systems. Expect to see ATTENDED 
flour sack babies around the school, and please let Mr. Rochette know immediately if one is found 
unattended!  A parent evening on the human reproduction unit is upcoming. 

Please help our maturing 7th graders by catching them in the act of doing good whenever you can. 
They are amazing people who benefit from the love and respect of the wonderful Mountain Song 
community. 

 

Playground Rules 

Mountain Song Community School has finalized a new set of Playground Rules. They were developed by the 
Playground Committee composed of faculty with input from students, the Safety Committee, and the Executive 
Leadership Team. Please note these rules are in effect during any MSCS operating and programming times. This 
includes during drop-off times, dismissal times, after-school programming, and special events. Families, please 
help us abide by and enforce these rules. 

Playground Rules 
Be safe 
Be kind 

Be respectful 
Be responsible 

 

 Play with a concern for the safety of self and others.  

 Everyone needs to be in control of their own bodies at all times. The following are not allowed: 
tackling, restraining, hitting, throwing hard objects at others, or other rough play. 

 Follow all instructions given by staff members. 

 Show respect. Stop means stop. No means no.  

 Use playground equipment properly: ○ Swings may not be twisted. 
Chalk is used only on the sidewalks. ○ Avoid hitting balls at windows. ○ Do not intentionally put 
equipment out of reach (roof, fire escape stairs, street, etc.).  

 Remain within playground areas only. The staff parking lot is off limits.  

 Climb only on playground equipment. Stay off bannisters, light poles, etc.  

 Tires must remain away from the school building, doors, and fire escapes.  

 Shoes must be worn at all times.  

 Return all recess equipment to the recess cart attendants. 

  Resolve conflicts peacefully. Negotiate and compromise. Seek a staff member when you cannot 
resolve it on your own.  

 After school - ALL students (K-8) must be supervised by staff members. After 3:10 p.m., students 
may not be on playground, except those in after school programs. 

 



 
Middle School Spring Concert; Tuesday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.; MSCS Gym 
 
On Tuesday, May 14 at 6:30 p.m., our Middle School Choir will be presenting their first annual 
Spring Concert to our community. This vibrant, young, 80-voice ensemble has been working 
diligently on a variety of engaging, entertaining and inspiring musical pieces during this semester, and 
they are excited about offering them to friends and families of MSCS.  

This evening will be a real treat for music lovers of all kinds. Your heart will 
dance with the playfully descriptive “Riversong.”  You will be deeply moved by 
Emily Dickinson’s lovely poem set to music, “I Shall Not LIve in Vain.” “Let 
Freedom Ring” will make you want to rise up and shout.  The gentle and 
picturesque “Something Told the Wild Geese” is something the little ones (and 
little ones at heart) will love. You will also enjoy a powerful number from from the 
wonderful contemporary musical, Hamilton.  And to close out the evening, we 
will be doing the timeless and inspirational, “The Impossible Dream,” from Man 
of La Mancha. 

Your hearts will swell with pride as you see your students decked out in their finest and hear their 
beautiful voices singing these wonderful songs. So, mark it on your calendars, Tuesday, May 14, 
6:30 p.m., in the MSCS gym. You will be so glad you came! 

Looking forward to seeing you all there!        Mike Harris (Mr. Mike)Middle School Choir Director 

 

5th Grade Aspen Class Fundraiser 

Mouth-watering, refreshing fruit kabobs will be sold by the 5th Grade Aspen Class after school on Friday, April 
19th from 2:40 to 3:00. See you there! 

 

Help Mountain Song by Grocery Shopping! 

King Soopers is changing their Community Rewards program – and it’s even easier. Once signed up, each time 
you swipe your King Soopers card, Mountain Song Community School will get a percentage of your spending. 
New users to King Soopers will need basic information like your name and King Soopers reward card number. 
You no longer need the reloadable gift card as of April 1. 
 

 For King Soopers Stores - go to http://www.kingsoopers.com 

 For City Market Stores - go to http://www.citymarket.com 
 

Once logged into their King Soopers or City Market account they can search for Mountain Song Community 
School either by name or MC476 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 
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