
 1 

4/30 Biography Writing Assignment (Research Component) 
 

A)  Subject 
a. My subject (person) is  ______________________________________ 
b. The reason I chose my subject: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

B) Research 
a. The first five days of your assignment will be researching your subject. 

b. Early Childhood                                                                                         
(Find as much information as you can, and know that this is not a definitive list of 
questions. You don’t need to answer all, and you may tweak the questions.)                                                                                                                    
(If your subject is still living, these questions will shift to present tense.) 

1. When and where was your person born?                                                         

2. Are there any interesting stories regarding the person’s birth?                                                                                               

3.  What is the person’s earliest memory? 

4.  Who was the most influential person in your subject’s life as a 

child?                                                                                                                           

5. Did your subject have any pets as a child? What kind? 

6. What did your subject do during summer-times, weekends… ? 

7. What was your subject’s favorite game? 
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8. Did your subject have any nicknames?                                                                                                 

9. What were your subjects greatest fears as a child?                                                       

10. Are there any interesting stories about you're your subject? 

(Perhaps as written by any relatives or friends… ?  

c. School life                                                                                                                    
(Find as much information as you can, and know that this is not a definitive list of 
questions. You don’t need to answer all, and you may tweak the questions.)                                                                                                                    
(If your subject is still living, these questions will shift to present tense.) 

1. Who was their best friend?  

2. What was their favorite subject in school?   

3.  What was their favorite sport?  

4. Is there a significant teacher in this person’s life? 

5. What did they like most about school?  

6. What did they like least about school?  

7. What sort of after school/out of school activities did they enjoy?  

8. Was there someone they really looked up to when they were 

young?  

9. What was their favorite music?  
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10. What did people find surprising about this person when they were 

young?  

d. Career                          
(Find as much information as you can, and know that this is not a definitive list of 
questions. You don’t need to answer all, and you may tweak the questions.)                                                                                                                    
(If your subject is still living, these questions will shift to present tense.) 

1. What was their first job? 

2. What was their best / favorite / most successful job? 

3. What job did they least enjoy? 

4. Who was the biggest influence in their career?  

5. What would have been their ideal job?  

e. Family and Friends            
(Find as much information as you can, and know that this is not a definitive list of 
questions. You don’t need to answer all, and you may tweak the questions.)                                                                                                                    
(If your subject is still living, these questions will shift to present tense.) 

1. How did their parents raise them? 

2. Do they have children? If so, how many and what age and gender 

are they?  

3. Were they active parents / How did they parent?  

4. How did their children describe them as a parent?  
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5. How did they describe themselves as a parent?  

6. Do they have siblings? How many, are they older or younger?  

7. Who are they closest to in their family? 

8. Who did they admire most in their family and why?  

9. Who are their friends throughout adult life? 

10. To which friends were they closest? 

11. What kind of relationship did they have with friends? 

f. Love                
(Find as much information as you can, and know that this is not a definitive list of 
questions. You don’t need to answer all, and you may tweak the questions.)                                                                                                                    
(If your subject is still living, these questions will shift to present tense.) 

1. Have they ever been married? To whom and for how long? 

2. How did this person meet their spouse?  

3. Did they have any mistresses or lovers? 
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                g.  General Questions / components                                                                        

(Here, you are required to write TEN or more questions that you think people would like to 

know about your subject.  Consider :   A few key components you may want to include in a 

longer biography are: 

• Birth and childhood - Providing details about the time and place someone was raised will give your 
readers historical context. For example, if you're writing about a civil rights activist in the 1960s, your 
reader will benefit from knowing what type of situation the person grew up in. 

• Adult life - The majority of your biography is probably going to focus on the subject's adult life, when 
significant events started to unfold. You'll want to introduce the subject's adult life with a notable event, 
whether that's the start of a relationship, a dramatic life change, or another major turning point. 

• Death - If the subject of your story is deceased, you'll probably want to cover the events that unfolded 
before their passing. What legacy did they leave behind? 

• Embarrassing events, philosophies, religion, etc.. 
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